Stop Massacre of Hazaras in Afghanistan 
His Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-moon

Secretary General

United Nations

New York, NY 1001 7

June 5, 2010                                                                     


Your Excellency,
We, the Hazara-American community, call upon you and the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan to help in permanently stopping the Massacre of Hazara civilians at the hands of the nomadic Pashtun Kochi and the Taliban in Afghanistan.  
This year again, the Hazara civilians of Nahur district in Ghazni province; Behsud and Dai-Mirdad in the province of Wardak, have fallen victims of armed incursions by the Taliban and their Kochi allies.  These violent attacks have become a yearly ritual for the Pashtun Kochis in their ostensible dispute over pastures and grazing rights.   Every time they attack, many Hazaras civilians are murdered, villages burned, properties looted and thousands displaced.  This year was no different.
The seeds of this dispute was sown in the 1890s by the then Amir Abdur Rahman, who in a brutal campaign to solidify his power, attacked the central highlands massacring hundreds of thousands of the Hazara inhabitants, forcibly displacing many more and enslaving the rest.  He redistributed large areas of appropriated Hazara land in Uruzgan, Kandahar, Ghazni and Parwan to Pashtuns.  In order to permanently subjugate the rest of the Hazaras, he issued decrees appropriating pastures and grazing lands in the areas still occupied by the indigenous people, to the nomadic Pashtun Kochis.  Ever since, Kochis have enjoyed the backing and blessing of successive ethnocentric governments in Kabul. 

Prior to the intervention by the International Community and during the brutal reign of Taliban, Kochis proved an invaluable ally to the archaic movement in their march towards Hazarajaat (areas inhabited by Hazaras).  The ensuing events of massacres and displacements of Hazaras in Bamyan, Daikondi, Yakawlang and Mazar-e-Sharif in late 1990s and the destruction of the majestic Bhudas of Bamyan are well documented by the UN and the international human rights organizations.  

After the removal of Taliban, Hazaras were among the most optimistic and welcoming of the International community’s involvement in Afghanistan.  Having been marginalized throughout the history of the modern state of Afghanistan and suffering enormously under the Taliban oppression, Hazaras greeted the international community as their Saviors. While the restive south has become a haven for insurgency and fanaticism despite the western military and economic aid, Hazarajaat, with minimum attention on the part of international donors, has produced an environment wherein inhabitants have opened up themselves to democratic values and traditions by discarding fanaticism, focusing on education and peace building, national unity and observing tolerance and gender equity – in fact, having the only female governor in Bamyan and the only female mayor in Daikundi underscores the evolving social and political dynamics in Hazarajaat.  

However, with the Taliban insurgents gaining momentum and the Afghan central government’s lack of initiative to address the Hazara-Kochi issue, this conflict presents an opportunity to Taliban that they can not ignore.  That is, opening another front in the central areas to relieve some of the pressure in the preparation to the Kandahar offensive can prove an optimum military maneuver for the Taliban.  The attacks this year, were highly organized and as in the prior years, were heavily infiltrated by the Taliban.  It is a win-win situation for both – Taliban can propagate instability to the rest of the country, and Kochis terrorize the defenseless Hazara villagers by their yearly loots, plunders and killings; instill fear for the upcoming years, and subsequently receive the cash reward from Mr. Karzai’s government.  

On a similar note, the central government has been unable and unwilling to protect the ‎Hazaras from the yearly Kochi aggressions, and has failed to rise above ethnic tendencies and ethnocentric politics to resolve the Hazara-Kochi conflict.  According to the Afghan constitution, the government is obligated to find permanent settlement for Kochis to resolve this long-standing dispute between Hazaras and Kochis over pastures and grazing rights.

We, concerned members of Hazara-American community, condemn the armed Kochi incursions in Hazarajaat and hereby stand to demand from the United Nations: 

1. To interfere in the Hazara-Kochi dispute by playing an active role in resolving the conflict permanently and in accordance with Article 14 of the Afghan constitution;  

2. To put pressure on President Karzi to declare all prior unjust and oppressive decrees granting land and Hazara pasutes to Kochis, null and void; 
3. To pressure the Afghan government to arrest the perpetrators of the atrocities in Bihsud, Day Mirdad and Nahur, and bring them to justice; 

4. To pressure the Afghan government to compensate the victims of the Kochi armed attacks;  

5. To put pressure on the Afghan government to further include international members to the Commission assigned to resolve the Hazara-Kochi conflict – currently, the commission consists only of Afghan members and has been incompetent and failed to comply with its mandate; and 

6. To urge President Karzi to issue a decree prohibiting the yearly arrival of Kochis in Hazarajaat until a permanent solution to the conflict is found. 

